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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 
On behalf of the Southwest Illinois Connector Task Force, thank you for reading this Executive 
Summary. We encourage you to peruse the entire report. It makes a compelling case for a 
{ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ wǳǊŀƭ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎǿŀȅ Χ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
State of Illinois. 
 
The idea of a regional rural expressway connecting Southwest Illinois to the St. Louis 
Metropolitan area has been proffered and studied for many decades. Today, IL 3, IL 154, and IL 
13/127 from Waterloo to Murphysboro has only one travel lane in each direction with freight 
bottlenecks, inadequate shoulder widths, no multi-modal facilities, and a tragic history of fatal 
and severe injury traffic accidents. There are compelling safety concerns and many lives have 
been lost and even more people have been critically injured via head-on collisions and lane 
departure crashes. Funding is needed to widen the highway to two lanes in each direction to 
enhance capacity and reduce travel times, eliminate freight bottlenecks and congestion, promote 
tourism, boost infrastructure investment and economic activity in the region, provide 
intersection improvements to enhance safety for drivers, pedestrians, and cyclists, widen 
shoulders for farm equipment, school buses, and reduce lane departure crashes, improve the 
quality of life for community members, reduce emissions, and enhance safety for all users. 
 
Someone once said that the rising tide lifts all boats. True wealth and a thriving economy depend 
on the big three Χ manufacturing, mining and agribusiness. The Southwest Region enjoys a 
diverse, if limited, manufacturing base (see Appendix C). There are coal and limestone mines, 
employing hundreds in extraction and transportation. More than 650,000 acres are engaged in 
agribusiness and its resulting water and truck transportation jobs. In fact, tƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
work ethic is born of generations on the family farm. Southern Illinois University in Carbondale 
and Southwestern Illinois College in Red Bud provide education and training on evolving 
technologies for incumbent and new workers. The Southwest Connector will serve their 
excellence and future growth (see page 10). 
 
Most potential new or relocating national or international manufacturing projects require, as a 
condition for project site submittal, proximity to four-lane access. The Southwest Region has and 
is losing opportunities for new manufacturing concerns. Why? Lack of a four-lane expressway. If 
the Southwest Region and the State of Illinois are to increase real-wealth jobs, the Southwest 



 

2 

 

Connector is vital to that process. 
Together with the facilities of the 
Kaskaskia Regional Port District and the 
existing Class I railroads in the project 
study area, the Connector Highway will 
complete the multi-modal trilogy that can 
propel the region into a world-wide 
manufacturing, agribusiness and mining 
competitor.  
 
The Southwest Region is replete with 
history and tourism. In fact, Illinois began 
here and Fort de Chartres in Randolph 
County once served as the Western Boundary of the United States. The World Shooting & 
Recreation Complex attracts thousands of shooters each year from all corners of the world. 
Hunting is a very large draw. More deer are harvested in the Southwest Region than in all other 
Illinois Counties combined. Hiking, birding, biking and other outdoor activities draw thousands 
here every year. The Southwest Region generates millions in tourism revenue yearly. Those 
dollars help create entry-level and service jobs. The Connector will increase the revenue flow, 
benefitting the region and the state. 
 
Child protection is a primary concern and specifically school bus safety. Slow-moving farm 
machinery and implements create a hazaǊŘΦ /ƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ Χ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 
reasons for a four-lane rural expressway with wide shoulders. So are enhanced regional 
connectivity, community and housing development, as well as deployment of military assets in 
critical situations. 
 
Lastly, access to healthcare will be enhanced by a Southwest Illinois Connector Rural Expressway. 
Healthcare providers face lack of timely patient transportation, limited resources for psychiatric 
patients, and lack of four-lane access to critical care facilities. For example, non-existent local 
obstetric services mean babies must be born at a distant regional facility. Many lives have 
commenced in an ambulance speeding to an obstetric hospital. A rural, four-lane expressway will 
reduce travel times and mean those babies can be born in a hospital. 
 
Again, thank you for reading this Executive Summary. 
 
Please consider the minutia by studying through the entire report, focusing expressly on the 
safety aspects, the increased multi-modal, economic development possibilities, and the 
elimination of transportation bottlenecks. 
 
Sincerely and Respectfully, 
Dr. Marc Kiehna, Chairman 
Southwest Illinois Connector Task Force 

RAILROADS 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

The Southwest Illinois Connector Task Force was created with the passage of Senate Joint 

Resolution No. 54 (see Appendix A) during the 2018 veto session. Senator Paul Schimpf of the 

58th District, ǿƘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ L ŦƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ 

creating this task force was to give the proponents of this highway a chance to make their case 

as to why the building of this highway which has been talked about for over 50-years is actually 

feasible and what the economic benefits would be.  I have been asked why I feel the time is right 

for the highway to be approved for construction.  I see two reasons.  First, the grass roots support 

for the highway has been tremendous.  In the past, the ideas for constructing this highway have 

been from the top down.  This grass roots effort has been led by the great work of the Four 

County Highway Coalition.  The other reason I feel optimistic about the highway is that the State 

of Illinois is going to be spending money on a capitol plan for infrastructureΦέ 

Resolutions in support of the rural four-lane expressway (see Appendix D) have been passed by 

the towns and villages along the proposed route and letters of support (see Appendix E) have 

been received from interested businesses, health care institutions, and economic development 

groups.  Local mayors, city administrators, interested citizens, and media representatives have 

been regular attendees at the Connector Task Force meetings.  Staff member Dave Tanzyus of 

Congressman Mike BostΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ has been in attendance along with staff member Jim Kirkpatrick, 

who represents Senator Tammy Duckworth, and Lauren Bonner, who represents Senator Dick 

Durbin. State Senator Schimpf, Representative Bryant and Representative Reitz also attended.  

The project is in the counties of Monroe, Randolph, Perry, and Jackson in southwestern Illinois.  

This area, by definition, is rural.   The two-lane highways along the proposed Southwest Illinois 

Connector Highway are experiencing a very high number of fatal and serious injury crashes (see 

Appendix B).  Since 2012, there have been 1617 crashes.  17 were fatal crashes that resulted in 

22 deaths and 119 A-injury crashes that resulted in 210 severely injured persons.  An A injury is 

an injury that prevents the injured person from walking, driving or continuing the normal 

activities he/she were capable of before the injury occurred and can include severe lacerations, 

broken/distorted limbs, skull injuries, chest injuries, and abdominal injuries.  

9ȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ L[ оΣ L[ мрпΣ ŀƴŘ L[ моκмнт ǘƻ п ƭŀƴŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ рлΩ ƎǊŀǎǎ 
median.  The addition of another lane and wide shoulders will reduce lane departure crashes, 
sideswipe same direction, parked/disabled vehicle and rear-end crashes, improve travel times, 
reduce congestion, and promote economic development.  Widening the outside shoulder to 10 
feet will also provide safer accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, farm equipment, and 
children waiting for school buses. Turn lanes will be added at busy intersections to mitigate 
turning and angle crashes and eliminate freight bottlenecks.  The roadway ditches will be graded 
to flatten slopes, remove fixed objects and drop-offs from the clear zone thus reducing fixed 
object crashes and overturned crashes and improve drainage. Most importantly, the installation 
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ƻŦ ŀ рлΩ ǿƛŘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ median barrier will physically separate opposing traffic and help 
stop vehicles traveling into the opposing traffic lanes, thus reducing head on crashes and 
sideswipe opposite direction crashes. 
 

The proposed Southwest Illinois Connector project would construct a regional rural expressway 

connecting Southwest Illinois to the St. Louis Metropolitan area along the existing two-lane 

roadways of IL 3, IL 154, and IL 13/127.  The proposed roadway study area is shown below.  The 

project would connect the communities of Columbia, Waterloo, Red Bud, Sparta, Pinckneyville, 

Murphysboro, and Carbondale.  The Southwest Connector would provide direct connectivity to 

Interstate 255 and Interstate 57 and is a major origin and destination for travelers accessing the 

World Shooting & Recreation Complex, Pyramid State Park and Southern Illinois University in 

Carbondale. 

  



 

5 

 

3 PURPOSE AND NEED 

The proposed Southwest Illinois Connector Highway Project (SWICHP) has the potential to solve 

a multitude of problems and issues for area residents.  Major issues include: traffic safety, 

economic development, access to healthcare, educational employment and opportunities, 

existing roadway deficiencies, national defense, multi-modal movement of goods, regional 

connectivity, school bus safety, community development and home building, and access to 

recreational opportunities and tourism. 

 

Issues and problems with Traffic Safety include hazards involved in the movement of farm 

equipment because of limited shoulder width and two-lane roads without passing capability.  

Crashes on the existing routes are a problem due to congestion and traffic volume.  There are 

huge challenges moving large trucks through the historic districts in Red Bud and Pinckneyville.  

The four-way stop at Route 154 and Route 3 in Red Bud does not facilitate trucks turning.  Drivers 

must stop early and allow trucks to swerve into their lanes so trailers can move through the 

intersection. In peak traffic periods the trucks cause extended delays.  Similar problems exist in 

the Pinckneyville Square where Route 154 and Route 127 intersect. 

Freight Bottlenecks: There are several 

freight bottlenecks that exist along the 

Southwest Illinois Highway Connector 

project study area.  In downtown 

Pinckneyville, traffic circulation problems at 

the intersection of IL 13/127 and IL 154 are 

compounded by confusing traffic patterns, 

inadequate turning radii, on-street parking, 

and bicycle and pedestrian travel.  Traveling 

north and south along IL 127 includes tight, 

one-way loops (see exhibit to the right) 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǊȅ 

County Courthouse in the center.  Turning 

east or west along IL 154 is difficult due to sight distance problems, inadequate radii, and on-

street parking.  The travel configuration around the square is especially difficult for large trucks, 










































































































































































































































